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Color vs. Black and White Street Photography

The Case for Color: Reality as It Is

Color photography captures life as it is—vivid, vibrant, and true to reality. The red
trash cans, the red car, the red paint on the ground, and the guy in the red shirt—
line them up, and you’ve got a color story right there.

But here’s the thing: color can quickly become the subject itself. It’s easy to get
caught up in the visual appeal of matching hues and forget the essence of the
moment. In color, you’re working within the natural conditions of light and color
harmony, which can limit your opportunities.

"In color, you’re showing life in its purest depiction. But sometimes, reality
alone isn’t enough."

The Power of Black and White: Abstracting Reality

Black and white photography strips the world down to its essentials—light, shadow,
and form. It forces you to see differently, to abstract reality and focus on the raw
emotion and texture of the moment.

"The world’s not in black and white, but black and white allows us to abstract
the world in ways color cannot."

Why Black and White Wins in Longevity and Speed
1. Longevity: Black and white images have a timeless quality. They age gracefully

and maintain their impact across generations.
2. Speed: Shooting in high contrast black and white JPEGs with small file sizes

means no post-processing. What you see is what you get—beautiful, gritty, and
ready to share instantly.
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In black and white, you’re not dependent on perfect light or golden hour magic. You
can shoot anytime, anywhere, and still create striking images.

Breaking Free from Traditional Aesthetics

There’s a difference between traditional black and white photography and what I
aim for with high contrast. I’m not interested in replicating the classic film look. The
goal is to push boundaries, to innovate within the digital space.

"Black and white isn’t about nostalgia; it’s about creating something new."

Icons like Daido Moriyama and Ray Metzker explored high contrast black and white,
but today’s technology allows us to expand on their work in fresh ways. With
modern digital tools, we can continue to redefine what street photography can be.

The Limitations of Color in Digital

Even today, shooting in color presents challenges:

Slower workflow: RAW files in color require more post-processing.
Dependence on light conditions: The best color shots often rely on specific
times of day or weather conditions.
Overemphasis on aesthetic appeal: Colors can overshadow the narrative or
emotion of the image.

Meanwhile, black and white simplifies everything. It allows for faster shooting,
processing, and delivery without sacrificing the emotional impact.

Why Philly Belongs in Black and White

Philadelphia is a city that thrives in textures, grit, and contrasts. Its streets deserve
to be immortalized in black and white. The rawness of the city’s character comes
alive through the stark interplay of light and shadow.
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"Philly deserves to be photographed in black and white. Period. This ain’t a
color city."

Conclusion

Color and black and white both have their place in street photography. But if you’re
looking for speed, abstraction, and timeless impact, black and white reigns
supreme. Strip away the distractions, focus on the moment, and let the essence of
the streets speak for itself.


