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Highlight-Weighted Metering with the Ricoh GRIII: A Quick
Guide

"The highlight-weighted metering on the Ricoh GRIII is the easiest and most
aesthetically beautiful way to set up the camera for street photography."

Why Use Highlight-Weighted Metering?
Highlight-weighted metering on the Ricoh GRIII allows you to focus exposure on
the brightest areas in your frame, creating a beautiful, high-contrast aesthetic that
makes highlights pop while shadows naturally deepen. This setup is ideal for
capturing the dramatic, sublime look that works well in street photography, where
light and shadow play a crucial role.

While other options like multi-segment metering are available, they can sometimes
lead to less predictable exposure adjustments. With highlight-weighted metering,
you get a more consistent and visually pleasing result that emphasizes the
highlights while leaving the darker parts in shadow.

A Tip for Perfecting Your Exposure
In certain situations, the camera may overemphasize the highlights, resulting in
darker shadows than desired. This is where exposure compensation and exposure
lock techniques can come in handy:

1. Adjust Exposure Compensation
Use the exposure compensation dial on the camera to increase or decrease
exposure as needed. This adjustment helps you manage how much light is in
your frame without losing detail.

2. Lock Exposure by Half-Pressing
One useful trick with highlight-weighted metering is to lock the exposure on a
specific area of your scene by half-pressing the shutter button. Here’s how it
works:

3. Find an area in your frame that has the highlights you want to emphasize or the
shadows you want to maintain.
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4. Half-press the shutter on that spot to lock in the exposure, then move to
compose the shot as desired. This technique allows you to control where the
camera meters, even in tricky lighting situations.

Real-World Example: Shooting in Highlight and Shadow
Imagine you’re photographing a bustling street scene with a bright building in the
background and a shaded sidewalk where people are walking by. Without locking
exposure, the camera might meter for the building, leaving the people in shadow
too dark.

Step 1: Point the camera at a shaded area near where the people are walking,
and half-press the shutter to lock in the exposure.
Step 2: Hold the half-press while you reframe to include both the shaded
people and the bright building in the background.
Result: This technique allows you to maintain the exposure in the shadowed
area, making sure the people are well-exposed, even if the background appears
overexposed.

"When you lock in exposure for the shadows, you can capture people perfectly
exposed in the foreground, while the bright background takes on an aesthetic
overexposure."

Final Thoughts
Highlight-weighted metering with the Ricoh GRIII is a powerful feature that
enhances your control over light and shadow. Remember to experiment with
exposure compensation and exposure lock techniques to capture the look you’re
aiming for. By using these simple tricks, you’ll find that even challenging lighting
situations become easier to handle, resulting in more impactful images.

Just a quick technical tip to add to your street photography toolkit!


