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Horizontal vs. Vertical Composition in Street Photography

The Art of Camera Orientation

“Street photography isn’t just about what you capture, but how you frame
it.”

When it comes to street photography, choosing between horizontal and vertical
compositions is an essential decision that can shape the entire feel of your
photograph. It’s not just about the orientation; it’s about the story you’re trying to
tell.

Fluidity with the Ricoh GR

The Ricoh GR is an extension of your hand, allowing for a loose, free-flowing
shooting style. How you hold the camera plays a crucial role in your ability to adapt
quickly and experiment with compositions.

“I like to hold the Ricoh loosely—thumb underneath, middle finger on the
shutter, index or ring finger on top. It’s all about fluidity.”

This grip makes it easier to switch between horizontal and vertical formats
seamlessly. It’s not about being perfect; it’s about embracing spontaneity and
letting the scene guide your choices.

When to Go Vertical
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Vertical compositions excel when the focus is on height or when you want to
emphasize a single subject or a pair.

Pairs and Tall Subjects:
Use vertical framing to isolate pairs or highlight a subject within a confined
space.
Example: Two people framed by a doorway.
Tight Separation:
Vertical frames work well when you want to create separation between the
subject and background.

“Vertical frames feel intimate, pulling the viewer into a narrow slice of the
scene.”

When to Go Horizontal

Horizontal compositions shine when the scene includes multiple subjects or
dynamic interactions.

Dynamic Scenes:
Horizontal framing captures the breadth of activity, showing connections
between subjects.
Example: Three subjects interacting—foreground, mid-ground, and background
all in harmony.
Flow and Movement:
A horizontal frame helps when the scene has layers and depth, allowing for a
more complex narrative.

“Horizontal frames thrive on dynamics, capturing broader interactions and
multiple elements in play.”
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Trusting Your Intuition

Ultimately, the decision between horizontal and vertical comes down to intuition
and the dynamics of the scene. It’s about reading the environment and adapting on
the fly.

Experimentation Is Key:
Don’t lock yourself into one orientation. Tilt the camera, play with angles, and
embrace the imperfections.

“Street photography is a dance—you move with the scene, adjusting
orientation instinctively to capture the essence.”

Final Thoughts

Whether you’re shooting vertical or horizontal, the goal remains the same: to tell
compelling stories through your images. Trust your intuition, stay fluid, and let the
scene dictate your choices. With practice, you’ll naturally feel when to flip the
camera and frame your shot.

“In street photography, every orientation is an opportunity. Embrace them
all.”


