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Creating Mystery in Street Photography

Street photography isn’t about capturing scenes in the most obvious way. To infuse
mystery into an image, you need to follow your instincts and trust your gut. Let go of
what’s expected and embrace the subtle, often overlooked elements around you.
The more you lean into the unexpected, the more potential your photograph has to
captivate and create a sense of intrigue.

Build Your Own Story

Every street scene offers a story, but how you tell it is up to you. Recently, while
observing a distant protest, I noticed a group of Jewish men dancing around a
puddle on the ground. Instead of photographing them from eye level, I dropped to
the ground to capture their reflection. The use of reflection added a layer of mystery
to the frame, creating a scene that’s both abstract and grounded in reality. By
changing perspective and using the environment to my advantage, the photograph
took on another dimension, inviting viewers to interpret the scene in their own way.

“Not only does the use of reflection add mystery to the frame, but it also
creates another dimension to the photograph.”

When you approach the streets, think of yourself not just as a photographer but as a
storyteller. Allow the frame to capture more than what’s in front of you—capture
what’s hidden, what’s hinted at, and what can only be guessed.

Photography as a Puzzle
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Street photography is a visual game, a puzzle that requires both patience and
spontaneity. Although life may present you with fascinating scenes, not every
moment translates into a powerful photograph. The key lies in finding the right
place at the right time, listening to that inner instinct that guides you to where you
need to be. It’s not just about seeing life; it’s about positioning yourself within it.

“A great photograph is made by a photographer who throws themselves onto
the frontlines of life.”

Great photographers don’t just react to the external world; they listen to the world
within themselves—their gut, their intuition—and create frames that elevate the
moment into something timeless.

Elevate Life in Your Frame

In street photography, you often have only seconds to decide how to frame a scene.
By getting closer to your subject and paying attention to details—gestures,
movement, and environmental elements like reflections, light, and shadows—you
elevate the photograph. Each of these elements adds depth, allowing you to craft
an image that doesn’t just capture a moment, but creates an experience.

“Look for gestures, movement, and any elements that you can include in your
frame to make your photograph have more depth.”

To bring mystery into your work, focus on how you frame life in its raw form. Rather
than relying on the moment alone, explore different angles and compositions that
invite the viewer to look closer and think deeper.
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Key Techniques for Creating Mystery in Street Photography

Here are a few strategies to help you add mystery and depth to your street
photography:

1. Trust your intuition: Let your gut guide you; don’t overthink the process.
2. Change perspectives: Experiment with angles, reflections, and different

viewpoints.
3. Use environmental elements: Incorporate light, shadow, reflections, and

movement to give your photos depth.
4. Capture gestures and movement: These add life and energy, drawing the

viewer into the scene.
5. Focus on framing: A powerful composition can make the ordinary extraordinary,

elevating the story in the frame.

Creating mystery in street photography means letting go of preconceived ideas and
embracing the spontaneity of life. When you photograph the streets, you’re not just
documenting; you’re solving a visual puzzle, using your eye to reveal what’s hidden
in plain sight. The more you embrace mystery, the more powerful your images
become.


