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Photographing the Outskirts: Embracing the Road Less
Traveled

When exploring a new place, there’s a certain thrill in venturing beyond the well-
trodden paths. The outskirts—the areas most overlook—often hold the most
compelling scenes. For me, photographing along the peripheries of a city offers an
experience that goes beyond mere documentation. It’s about following intuition
and trusting that some of the best stories are waiting off the main stage.

The Allure of the Peripheral

In Mexico City, I felt drawn to the mountainous outskirts rather than the bustling
tourist hot spots. There’s something about following that gut feeling, a sense that
the real pulse of a place often beats stronger on its edges. During this trip, I found
two of my most successful photographs—not within the city’s central attractions,
but out on the fringes, where life plays out with an honesty and grit often unseen by
visitors.

Taking the Road Less Traveled

The locals at the mountain’s base were adamant: it wasn’t safe to climb higher. They
warned me, with genuine concern, that the area was far from tourist-friendly. But
something urged me to press on, to see for myself what stories were hidden further
up. By the time I reached the peak, I had discovered a unique scene: two men
constructing a home at the highest point in the area. The rawness of the scene, the
sense of purpose in their work, all contributed to a composition that felt powerful
and real.
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The experience became even more significant when I climbed a ladder on-site and
noticed a statue of Jesus nearby. I felt compelled to make the cross a central
element in my frame, anchoring the composition around it. As one of the workers
shouted, “Mexico, Mexico!” his gesture mirrored the outstretched arms of Jesus on
the cross, just as a storm cloud loomed over the mountain. In that instant, the
atmosphere, the gesture, and the religious symbol converged, creating a
photograph filled with both drama and intimacy.

“The moral of the story is to always follow your gut. If you have an instinctual
feeling that a particular location has potential, just go there and explore it for
yourself.”

Follow Your Gut and Create Your Own Path

Photographing the outskirts means embracing unknown territory, venturing into
places that often lack the polish of popular spots but are rich in character and
unfiltered life. The outskirts, with their rawness and unpredictability, demand
patience and openness.

Key Takeaways for Photographing the Road Less Traveled:
1. Trust your instincts: If a location calls to you, follow it. Your intuition is often a

reliable guide.
2. Be patient and explore: Take time to observe and interact. The best frames

often emerge from spending time with the people and trying different vantage
points.

3. Find significance in the environment: Use elements around you—like a statue,
a cross, or even the sky’s mood—to deepen the story in your frame.

4. Carve your own path: Resist the pull of the usual tourist or photographic
landmarks. Your unique experience lies beyond them.
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The outskirts may not have the obvious allure of popular locations, but they hold
the potential for powerful storytelling. Trusting your instincts, exploring with
curiosity, and immersing yourself in the lesser-known places opens up scenes and
stories that are both meaningful and evocative. The road less traveled isn’t just a
path—it’s a perspective.


