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Crop Mode with the Ricoh GRIII: A Game Changer for Street
Photography

The crop mode on the Ricoh GRIII is an incredibly useful feature for street
photographers, especially in unique, bustling settings. I recently had the chance to
put it to the test at the 9th Street Italian Market Festival here in Philadelphia, and it
proved to be a powerful tool, helping me capture moments I might have missed
otherwise.

Quick Access with the Wi-Fi Button
To make the crop mode as accessible as possible, I assigned it to the Wi-Fi button
on the side of the camera. This setup allows me to easily toggle between the
standard 28mm and the 50mm crop with a single button press. Being able to
switch back and forth instantly lets me adapt quickly to changing scenes, especially
in a dynamic environment like the Italian Market Festival.

The Versatility of 50mm In-Camera Crop
Using the 50mm crop mode opened up creative possibilities during the festival. I
captured two of my favorite photos of the day this way, each benefiting from the
closer, more intimate framing that 50mm offers.

1. The Woman in the Window: This shot became one of my favorites. Framed in
the window, the woman encapsulates the event’s atmosphere and location on
9th Street. With the crop mode, I could zero in on her within the context of the
bustling street around her, creating a more intimate storytelling moment.

2. The Greasy Pole Contest: During the festival, teams compete to climb a greasy
pole to grab prizes like cheeses or sausage at the top. It’s an exhilarating scene
to capture. I positioned myself right by the fence, waiting about 30 minutes
before the contest started, to ensure I’d have a clear view looking up toward the
pole. The 50mm crop was perfect here, letting me get close enough to
emphasize the climber as he reached for the prize, while also capturing the
intense energy of the crowd.
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Why Crop Mode is Essential for Street Photography
With crop mode, I can switch perspectives without changing lenses or stepping
back, allowing for fast adaptability. It’s a feature that lets you embrace both wide
and narrow views in the same scene, which can be essential when you want to
capture various aspects of an event. This flexibility lets me tell a fuller story, from
broader context shots to tight, focused moments.

Final Thoughts
If you’re a street photographer looking for a tool to help you capture both wider and
closer shots without missing a beat, crop mode on the Ricoh GRIII is worth
exploring. Assigning it to a quick-access button, like the Wi-Fi button, keeps it ready
for any moment. Next time you’re in a dynamic setting, give it a try—you may be
surprised by the possibilities it opens up.


