
Beginner’s Mind in Street 
Photography













What is Beginner’s Mind?

• Zen concept: 
Shoshin


• Every day is Day 
One


• Curiosity over 
mastery





Day One Philosophy

• Wake up as if 
reborn


• See everything as 
new


• Childlike perception





Childlike Curiosity

• Mundane becomes 
art


• Scratches, potholes, 
reflections


• Infinite photography





Amateur Defined

• Latin Amare = to 
love


• Not about money or 
mastery


• Do it for joy





Why I’ll Always Be an Amateur

• Always learning, 
never mastered


• Play > 
professionalism


• Stay open, stay 
curious





The Spirit of Play

• No checklists


• No projects


• Photograph what 
moves you





Forget What You Know

• Let go of 
preconceptions


• Free from good vs 
bad


• Empty the mind





Detachment from Results

• Don’t chase style


• Don’t worry about 
outcome


• Just be present





Photography as a Way of Being

• A philosophy of life


• Seeing deeply, living 
fully


• Never miss another 
sunrise





Remember

• Treat every day like 
Day One


• Forget what you 
think you know


• Stay an amateur 
forever





Final Takeaway

• The eyes of the 
amateur will tell the 
story of what it was 
like to be alive 
today.
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