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Street Photography in Mexico City  — Exploring the
Unknown

What's poppin', people? It's Dante.
Today we're diving into my street photography from Mexico City, made over a two-
week span in 2022 while traveling with my friend Matthew. Along the way, we met
up with my buddy Umberto, a local who showed us around—but by the end of the
trip, I stumbled upon a location that even he, born and raised in Mexico City, had
never visited.

This post is both a visual and philosophical exploration of that journey—a story of
chaos, curiosity, and discovery.

First Impressions of Mexico City

Mexico City is a city of contrast. You’ll find upscale coffee shops and colonial
architecture right alongside gritty neighborhoods covered in graffiti. The city pulses
with life, from open promenades filled with families to mazes of street markets
where vendors shout over one another beneath tents of color and chaos.

As a street photographer, this environment is both thrilling and challenging. The
abundance of visual information—murals, posters, people, movement—makes it
difficult to isolate subjects. My personal goal is always to create order from chaos,
to find elegant simplicity amid the noise.

On Finding Backgrounds and Building Compositions
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When I photograph in new places, I like to begin by finding a strong background—a
mural, a wall, a texture that sets the stage. In one scene, I discovered a mural of
two large hands beneath a bridge. I stood back, waiting about ten minutes until the
right person entered the frame: a man pulling a cart whose hands, illuminated by
the sunlight, echoed the painted ones behind him.

“The goal of the photographer is to put order to the chaos in our frames.”

Mexico City tested my ability to do that. With so much visual information competing
for attention, I had to simplify, to compose intentionally, layering the foreground,
middle ground, and background for dynamic depth.

The Human Element: Being a Photographer Second

One of the most important lessons I’ve learned—especially in places like Tapito’s
bustling markets—is that you must be human first, photographer second.

While shooting in Tapito, a family running a taco stand offered me free tacos. I
photographed from inside their tent, observing, smiling, joking, and building
connection. That emotional availability translated into stronger, more intimate
photographs—moments of real life rather than detached observation.

Too often, photographers follow rigid “rules” of street photography, avoiding
interaction. I reject that. Photography is about humanity, not distance. When you
engage with the people you photograph, you elevate the ordinary into something
extraordinary.

The Explorer’s Spirit: Going Beyond the City
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After a week in the dense heart of the city, I looked out from a rooftop and saw
mountains on the horizon. I told myself: I need to go there.

So I pulled up Google Maps, pointed to the mountains, and showed a taxi driver. We
drove until the city’s edges dissolved into winding hillsides. What I discovered
changed everything.

There’s a gondola system—a cable car that takes you into the outermost parts of
Mexico City. Few photographers ever make it this far. The gondola rises above
colorful neighborhoods painted in pinks, blues, and greens. Each stop offers a new
pocket of life, quieter than downtown yet rich with visual poetry.

“It requires an explorer’s mind—an adventurous spirit willing to go off the
beaten path.”

These outskirts held my most meaningful photographs.

The Mountain Peak and the Cross

At the very top of the mountain—near a station called Cuatepec—I found a massive
cross sculpture overlooking the entire city. As I climbed toward it, I saw
construction workers building a house beside it. One of them, full of pride, looked
up, threw his arms out wide, and shouted:

“¡México! ¡México!”

That was the decisive moment.

In the background, Jesus on the cross stood with arms outstretched. In the
foreground, this man mirrored that gesture—his joy, his passion, his humanity
resonating with divine symbolism. The visual echo between the two figures
created a powerful relationship between man and monument, heaven and earth.
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That frame became my favorite of the trip—a photograph born of patience, intuition,
and openness to the world.

Lessons from the Mountains

Standing at the peak, surrounded by storm clouds and color-soaked homes, I
realized something about street photography:
It’s not just about busy markets or iconic landmarks. It’s about seeking elevation—
both literal and spiritual.

When you step off the main path, you discover the soul of a place. Mexico City’s
mountain neighborhoods reminded me that beauty often hides in the overlooked,
the uncharted, the quiet edges of the world.

Behind the Scenes and Resources

You can watch how this photo was made in real time on my website:
 dantesisofo.com

Head to the Books tab to download my free guides, including:

Mastering Layering in Street Photography (Free PDF) — Featuring a detailed
breakdown of this Mexico City photograph and 17 case studies.
Ultimate Ricoh GR Street Photography Guide (Free PDF) — My complete
philosophy, workflow, and camera settings.
Contact Sheets: Behind the Scenes (Free PDF) — Study my contact sheets and
see how the final images came to life.

Each guide is free to download directly from my website—all available at
dantesisofo.com.

https://dantesisofo.com/
https://dantesisofo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Mastering-Layering-in-Street-Photography-FREE-E-Book-by-Dante-Sisofo.pdf
https://dantesisofo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/The-Ultimate-Ricoh-GR-Street-Photography-Guide-FREE-E-Book-by-Dante-Sisofo.pdf
https://dantesisofo.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Contact-Sheets-FREE-E-Book-by-Dante-Sisofo.pdf
https://dantesisofo.com/
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Final Thoughts

Mexico City is a vibrant paradox—chaotic yet beautiful, historic yet ever-changing.
As photographers, our mission is to wander beyond the obvious, to find peace
within the storm, and to compose meaning from the mess of life.

“Don’t just visit the city—ascend it.
The view, both visually and spiritually, will change you.”

Peace,
Dante


