Module 6: Humanity, Play, and Story




Lesson 6.1

Engage with Humanity



Photography has nothing to do
with photography.



Photography has everything to do
with how you engage with
humanity.



The secret to more success In
street photography has more to do
with sociology than anything else.




| give you permission to ask for
permission.



The Big Misconception

“It’ll ruin the moment.”

“It’s not real street
photography.”

- Many think asking for
permission Kills
spontaneity

- Reality: permission
can deepen the moment

- Confidence grows
through connection




The Napoli Watermelon Photograph

e Human-first
presence

e Standing openly in
the scene

 Not hiding or
sniping

e Shared space
creates layers




| wasn’t hunting—1 was
sunbathing.

























Humanity Creates Access

People relax

(Gestures become
honest

Moments last longer

Movement flows
naturally




The Instax Technique

Your Secret Weapon
Instantly builds trust

Makes photography a
gift

Transcends language
& culture

Opens doors (literally)

In Jericho, It led to
mountaintop dancing.







Jericho
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Human First, Photographer Second

 YOu are a person

e Not a camera wit
legs

* Participation over
extraction

e Presence over
distance
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Asking for permission allows
you to work the scene.



Engagement Is Not Interruption

* No directing

* No forcing
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e Presence
communicates




Why Engagement Improves Layering

* Less rushing
 Natural overlaps

 Meaningful
relationships

e Time enters the
frame
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Fear Is the Barrier
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* Fear of being
noticed

e Fear of rejection

* Fear flattens images

 Courage adds depth




Engagement Is Practice
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o Standing calmly

 Eye contact

o Letting people
notice you

 Comfort grows




The Takeaway
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* Layering needs
humanity

 Technigue builds
structure

e Presence fills it

 Photographs feel
alive




Lesson 6.2

Embrace the Spirit of Play



My ultimate photography secret Is that
| don’t take myself seriously. | have fun
when | am on the street.



The Shu’Fat Watermelon Photograph
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* Playful energy

* Shared laughter

e No tension

e Moments unfolded
naturally







Play Dissolves Fear

e | ess self-
consclioushess

* People relax

e (Gestures loosen

e Scenes last longer




Play Creates Access

Invites

 Openness

participation
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Shared rhythm

* Natural layering




Play Sharpens Intuition

Less thinking
More feeling
Responsive timin

Instinct leads
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Mutual
Respectful
Not imposed

Shared experience

Play Is Not Disrespect
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How to Practice Play
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Let go of outcomes
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Allow imperfection

Enjoy the moment
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The Takeaway
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Lesson 6.3

Photograph With Intention



Mountain Jesus / Ladder Photograph

 Recognized
otential

e Committed to the
idea

 Prepared the frame

e Waited for
alignment

























What Intention Is

 Choosing what
matters

 Narrowing attention

* Waiting for
something specific

* Purpose without
force




Intention Creates Coherence

o Stay longer

¢ See repetition

 Recognize
alignment

e Avoid distraction




des Patience

ion Gu

Intent

has

e Waiting
direction

Less boredom

| ess restlessness

Clear expectation




Intention Is Not Control

No directing people
No manipulation

No staging

Allow life to respond




et Reality Finish the Idea

Invite, don’t force
Reality surprises
Meaning deepens

Feels discovered




Play + Intention

* Play keeps
openness

» Intention keeps e
focus ; A
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» Strong layering
emerges
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The Takeaway

e Choose what
matters
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* Prepare the frame
 Wait with purpose

o Let life complete it




Lesson 6.4

Content vs. Form in Layered Images



What Is Content?

e The moment

e (Gesture and
emotion

* Life unfolding

 Always
unpredictable




What Is Form?

o Structure of the
frame

Placement of
elements

 Shape, balance,
light

* Created through
positioning




Why Content Alone Isn’t Enough
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e Strong moment
 \Weak structure

 Chaotic
backgrounds
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* Flat photographs




Why Form Alone Isn’t Enough

.

Beautiful structure
No emotional weight
Feels decorative

Lacks life




Layering Synthesizes Both

e |Life enters structure

e Structure holds
meaning

e Moment feels
inevitable

e Frame feels
resolved




Putting Order to Chaos

e Street is chaotic

 Photographer adds
order

* Through position

 Through patience




Setting the Stage

 Choose background
first

 Watch light
 Define space

e Wait for content




Responsibility of the Photographer

* Not just react

* Sense potential

* Prepare structure

e Stay present




The Takeaway

e Content + form
together

e Neither alone is
enough

* Layering unites
them

 Meaning emerges
naturally




Lesson 6.5

Using Layers to Create Meaning



Meaning

Layers Create

organize space

Layers do more than
meaning

between elements
* Relationships matter

* They create
 Meaning lives



lationshi

Meaning Lives |

* One subject is rarely
enough

 Meaning emerges
between things

* Foreground speaks
to background

e Context changes
iInterpretation




Meaning lives between things.



Narrative Roles of Layers

Foreground =
emotional, personal

Middle ground =
action

Background =
context

Each layer carries
weight




Separation Creates Clarity

* Overlapping
collapses meanin

* Clear layers guide
the viewer

e Calm frames read
better

e Clarity makes
meaning legible




Unrelated elements
together

e Creates tension or
irony

 Meaning without
explanation

* Viewer completes
the idea

Juxtaposition
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Meaning

Istance Is

D
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Stillness vs Movement

e Contrast reveals
meaning

e Calm inside chaos

e Motion around
stillness
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* Layers hold contrast




Avoid Forcing Meaning

e Don’t announce
symbolism

 Heavy-handed
images falil

* Prepare conditions
instead

* Let meaning emerge




et meaning emerge.




Embrace Ambiguity

* Not everything must
resolve

 Open-ended images
linger

 Multiple readings
allowed

* Depth over clarity
alone




Takeaway

e Layers are meaning
tools

* Relationships create
story

 Meaning emerges
naturally

o Layer with intention




Lesson 6.6

Emotion vs. Abstraction



Two Gravitational Pulls

Emotion

Abstraction
Neilther I1s better

They feel different




Emotion-Driven Photographs

* Immediate feeling

e (Gesture and
expression

e Human connection

 Readable quickly




Abstraction-Driven Photographs

* Slower reading

e Shape and form
* Light and shadow

* Feeling over
narrative




Layering for Emotion

Clear subject

Strong separation

Clean backgrounds

Structure supports
feeling




for Abstraction

Layering
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When Emotion Leads

e Emotion dominates
attention

oo much
complexity dilutes
feeling

 Layers must stay
simple

e Support the
moment
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Clarity of Intention

Mixed intentions
confuse

Emotion and
abstraction clash

Ask what you’re
building

Choose consciously




Emotion and Abstraction Together
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o (Often both exist y o

* One usually leads « ;
* Layering allows | e
transition

 Depth emerges
naturally
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e Emotion =
Immediacy

* Abstraction =
longevity

e Layering bridges
both

 Let images linger




Lesson 6.7

The World as a Stage



The World Is a Stage

 Not a backdrop

e Life is already
arranged

* People, light,
movement

* Your job Is to notice
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The Street Is Already Performing

* Gestures repeat
 Patterns emerge

 Rhythms form
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 Moments are
constant




Stages Exist Everywhere

* Light patches

 Doorways

e Corners and
Crossings

* Ordinary places




iInes a Stage

What Def

Potential

Space for layers

Room for

relationships

* Not visual beauty




Prepare the Stage

Choose the
background

Watch the light
Define the frame

Limit variables




Stop Chasing Actors

Don’t hunt people
Let people enter
Let scenes breathe

Patience creates
power




Repetition Reveals the Play

Same places
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Same light

Different outcomes

Instinct becomes
knowledge




Withess, Not Director

e Observe instead of
control

e |nterference
weakens images

o Attention
strengthens layers

e et moments
happen




Presence Over Cleverness

Not tricks
Not speed
Not forcing ideas

Being there matters




Takeaway

Prepare space

Wait patiently

Let life enter

The curtain always
rises




