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Effortless Street Photography: Abundance, Detachment &
Daily Flow

What’s popping, people? It’s Dante.

Today I’m going to be sharing with you some simple ideas on how to make
photography effortless in your everyday life.

I find that in order to make photography effortless, one must cultivate a mindset of
abundance. And this mindset is all about being immersed in the process of making
new photographs — detaching yourself from the outcome — and recognizing what’s
in your control and what’s out of your control.

Control What You Can

I adopt this sort of stoic principle:

You are only in control of how often you walk.
You are only in control of how often you photograph.

You are not in control of whether or not you come home with a good photograph.
You are not in control of whether or not you see something interesting.

By recognizing these simple ideas, photography becomes a much more joyful
experience.

For myself, I affirm the next photograph I make. I recognize that I am imperfect,
that I will make mistakes, and that I will likely come home with nothing.

By affirming that, I go out there in the spirit of play.

I practice daily. Effortlessly.
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Make It Practical

On a practical level, I carry the Ricoh GR. It’s always with me. It fits in my pocket.
I’m good to go.

I set my camera up in a way that doesn’t get in the way. Automatic settings. Ready
to click and move on.

That helps me stay grounded in the moment.

Whether I’m commuting on the bus or running an errand, the camera is with me.
And that supports the real goal:

Curiosity.
Making new photographs.
Experimenting.

Ultimately, I use photography as a way to enjoy life.

The Goal Is the Process

The goal is found within the making.

The goal is in me out there exploring each day.

Photography is personal. It’s selfish in a way. It’s an extension of my life — instant
sketches of existence that become part of my diary.

When you detach from an audience…
When you stop trying to make something impactful…
When you remove the idea that you’re performing…

Photography becomes effortless.
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Once you remove the noise and treat it as a way to stay grounded in the moment —
just enjoying everyday life — the pressure disappears.

Mindset Over Gear

One of the biggest shifts I’ve had in my photography has been my mindset.

I’m not making the same photograph over and over again anymore. I’m
experimenting. I’m playing. I’m making random compositions and different
decisions.

I believe it’s because I am detached.

The mindset is just as important — actually more important — than the technical
settings and gear.

When I make a photograph, I respond to instinct. A gut feeling.

I’m not trying to say anything.
I’m not imposing order on life.

Because life is out of my control.

The light.
The weather.
The conditions.
Whether something interesting happens.

I let life flow toward me.

And I’m simply there, prepared, placing whatever I find within the four corners of
the frame.

I was there, and I pressed the shutter.
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I’m not striving.
I’m not hunting.
I’m not trying.

I’m integrating photography into my life so it becomes effortless.

From Hunting to Flow

In the past, I would construct photographs for impact. I would spend hours pushing
myself on the streets.

There’s a period where that’s sustainable.

But eventually, hunting, searching, striving — it burns you out.

When you let go…
When you embrace the flow, like birds in flight…

That’s when authentic expression emerges.

The photograph is merely a byproduct of your way of life.

Photography has nothing to do with photography.

It has everything to do with how you feel about life.

That feeling — that mindset — is what propels you to continuously press the shutter.

Abundance in the Mundane

When you cultivate abundance and joy, even the mundane becomes rich.

Even when life feels boring.
Even when nothing “interesting” is happening.
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You begin articulating the ordinary in new ways.

Detachment propels effortless practice.

This doesn’t mean laziness. It means clarity. It means recognizing why you
photograph.

For me, photography fulfills my everyday life with meaning.

It’s almost like a walking meditation.

I move through the world. I observe patterns. Light. People. Buildings. Details.
Everything in between.

Infinite Possibilities

One thing that has helped me make photography effortless is opening up the
infinite possibilities of what is photographable.

I’m not boxed into one subject.
Not trapped in a genre.
Not defined by what’s considered “good” or “bad.”

When you remove that box, you recognize the power of the medium itself.

The power of photography lies in your curiosity.

Not in tradition.
Not in checklists.
Not in projects.
Not in gallery walls.

Photography is endless.



6

There are infinite ways to make photographs. Infinite approaches. Infinite
possibilities.

Even on the same mundane streets every day.

Novelty is curiosity.

It’s cultivating an inner sense of wonder.

And when photography becomes an extension of that wonder, it becomes
effortless.

Hopefully these ideas help you practice photography sustainably — exploring the
streets every single day.

Thank you for watching.

Peace.


