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Creative Constraints Made Me a Better Street Photographer

What’s poppin’, people? It’s Dante.

Today I want to talk about creative constraints and how creative constraints can
enhance your photography.

Lately, I've been practicing photography in a very systematic way. I've been walking
one street each day and photographing whatever I find along the way. Every walk
becomes a physical book, a digital archive entry, and part of a larger project
documenting my city.

As you can see, I have a map where I can access individual projects and walks that
are timestamped with GPS coordinates embedded directly into the camera files.

And this project is giving me so much possibility with photography.

Eliminate Decisions, Start Seeing

What happens when you eliminate decisions?

When you eliminate the choice of whether to go left or right...

Whether to use this camera or that lens...

Black and white or color...

Whether this subject is worth photographing or not...

You start to actually do.

At this point, with this practice of choosing a start point and an endpoint, my only
goal is to walk.
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And the more you walk, the more you see.

The more you see, the more you photograph.

The more you photograph, the more curious you become.

And it's that curiosity that guides me.

I don't want to be someone who can only photograph when there's a guaranteed
scene, event, or story waiting for me. I want to be able to photograph anywhere.

This project is about documenting space and time.

It's about creating an archive of the walk, of the city, of the street.

Not about making something visually great.

Not about making something emotionally impactful.

It's simply about timestamping space and time.

Coordinating everything on a map.

Creating something physical at the end of the day.

Uploading everything to a website.

Having an Endpoint Changes Everything

When you have an endpoint...

When you have a project you're working toward...

When you have something tangible you're producing...
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It changes the way you work.

Whether it's a book or a page on your website, having that destination keeps you
laser-focused in the moment.

A lot of photographers become attached to outcomes.

They only press the shutter when something feels important enough.

But what if you let go of that attachment?

What if you simply remained curious about whatever is in front of you?

What if fulfillment comes from the process itself?

When you let go of attachment to making something interesting, you become
interested in everything.

Curiosity Reveals the Story

A few days ago I was walking down Ridge Avenue in Philadelphia, near where I
grew up.

One of the neighbors stopped me and invited me into his home.

Inside, he showed me the oldest house on the street.

I made photographs.

I learned about the history of the neighborhood.

I photographed artifacts that dated back centuries.

None of that happened because I went looking for a story.
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It happened because I was walking.

Because I was curious.

Because I was receptive.

Because I stayed within the creative constraint.

The story revealed itself.

And for me, that's what photography is all about.

It's about embracing the practice with play.

Not trying to force meaning.

Allowing meaning to emerge through disciplined observation.

The Power of Technical Constraints

The creative constraints extend into the camera itself.

I'm shooting:

JPEG only
Small JPEGs
High contrast settings
Automatic exposure
LCD only
No post-processing

I simply point and shoot.

I even have crop mode assigned to a custom button.
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If I see something across the street:

Boom.

Boom.

Two button presses and I'm there.

It's funny because I used to be completely against cropping in-camera.

But now it's helping me work faster and more instinctively.

And despite all of these limitations, something unexpected happens.

The restrictions create freedom.

Creative Limitations Create Creative Liberation

Because I'm not thinking about settings...

Because I'm not thinking about editing...

Because I'm not thinking about lens choices...

My attention moves somewhere else.

It moves toward the world.

Toward details.

Toward textures.

Toward buildings.

Toward leaves.
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Toward small moments that I would've ignored before.

Sometimes I'm making macro photographs of leaves and veins and textures.

A moment later I'm photographing architecture across the street.

The limitations don't reduce possibility.

They expand it.

The more boxes you give yourself, the more you begin to think outside of them.

Photography as a Way of Being

What I'm beginning to realize is that photography isn't something I do.

It's a way of being.

It's a way of engaging with the world.

When I walk one street...

When I remove decisions...

When I trust my instincts...

I enter a flow state.

And in that flow state, I find the present moment.

That's the real gift.

Not the photographs.

The awareness.



7

•
•
•
•

The presence.

The feeling of being fully engaged with life.

Building a System That Encourages Practice

One thing that has surprised me is how motivating the project structure itself has
become.

The map updates every day.

The streets accumulate.

The miles walked increase.

The photographs grow.

I even built a loading bar that shows:

Streets completed
Miles walked
Photographs geotagged
Project progress

And every time I update it, something happens psychologically.

You want to continue.

You want to walk another street.

You want to see what happens next.

The system itself creates momentum.
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Mapping Your Walk

Because this project has been so meaningful for me, I built a tool that allows other
photographers to participate.

You can upload your photographs.

Create your own walk.

Submit GPS-tagged images.

Add your route to the map.

People are already contributing walks from places like France.

The idea is simple:

Create your own project structure.

Document your own city.

Build your own archive.

Turning Walks Into Physical Books

One of my favorite parts of the project is the physical output.

If you upload at least 36 photographs, you can generate a printable zine.

You can print it at home.

Fold it.

Hold it in your hands.
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I use a basic Brother monochrome laser printer.

Nothing fancy.

But there is something deeply fulfilling about ending the day with a physical object
that represents your walk.

I've also added a mini-zine feature that lets you print six photographs onto a single
sheet of paper.

Again, simple.

But powerful.

The Ultimate Creative Constraint

Life isn't always going to hand you something interesting to photograph.

But you can always move your body through the world.

You can always walk.

And maybe that's the ultimate creative constraint.

Not searching for photographs.

Not searching for stories.

Simply choosing a street.

Choosing a direction.

And beginning.

Because once the walking starts, the photography becomes effortless.
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You stop forcing.

You stop searching.

You start noticing.

You start seeing.

And before you know it, you've come home with hundreds or even thousands of
photographs.

Not because something extraordinary happened.

But because you were awake enough to notice what was already there.

And that's what this project is giving me.

It's helping me see.

It's helping me remain curious.

And it's making photography feel alive again.

If this was useful or insightful for you, thank you for watching.

Check out the tool on the site.

Give it a go.

And I'll see you in the next one.

Peace.


